English 120 College Composition and Reading
Grossmont College Fall 2009

Instructor:Bert Dill. Voice mail(on Skype)619618-0242
Sect3010(T.Th. 8D9:15 an); Rm. 371 | preferemail: bedillrhetoric@cox.net
Sect.4817 (T.Th. 9:30ar®10:45 pm); Rm. 574 or bert.dill@gcccd.edu

http://grossmont.edu/bertdil

General Course Description:

This course is designed to introduce students to theiples of rhetoric and composition. There will

be practice in writing expository and argumentative themes, with a required research paper. Reading
selections are intended to stimulate logical thinking and to provide examples of argumentative
strategies sawell as topics for research and composition.

Themes of this section: The materials and assignments the instructor has chosen for this course touch
upon the recurring question of beginning college students: Why do | have to learn this stuff?
Generally these materials are drawn from the same traditions of Western Civilization that have
produced the requirements of "general education” troubling students so much. The purpose is not to
cover the whole concept of Western Liberal Education as an acadefeictstdiher to help students

gain some basic skills in critical reading and thinking, along with some basic compositional and
rhetorical skills as they attempt to answer the question for themselves.

Texts and Materials.
*  Dill, Western Visions: Selected Arguments in Non-Vocational Education for Composition.
«  Aimes.Keys for Writers, 5" edition
* A good size (2 inch)-8ing, looseleaf notebook with separators/dividers.
* Access to a computer with word processing and internet capability (availdb&Llirarning
Resource Center).
* An email account (available free through Grossmont or such sites as Yahoo, Hotmail, Netscape,
etc.).
Internet access and email ARE REQUIRED, since all essays must be submitted in digital format:
MicroSoft Word (.doc or .docx), Rich Text (.rtf), plain text/ascii (.txt), Pages, or Open Office.
Also recommended:
. A quality collegiate dictionary such &&e American Heritage Dictionary.

Policies and General Information.

The Academic Integrity Statement approved by the senate in the Spring of

2009:
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Conduct.
All studerts are expected to conduct themselves with the respect proper to the academic life of
college. Grossmont College has provided a fairly specific code of conduct for all students.
Please refer to your college catalog.
Beepers, pagers, phones, mp3 players, and other electronic devices must be turned OFF
during class.
Accomodation:
Students with disabilities who may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to notify the
instructor and contact Disabled Students Programs and Services (DSP&S) early in the semester so
that reasonable accommodations may be implemented as soon as possible. Students may contact
DSP&S in person in room 11D or by phone at (619) 644-7119 (TTY for deaf).
Tutorial Referral:
Students are referred to enroll in the following supervised tutoring courses if the service
indicated will assist them in achieving or reinforcing the learning objectives of this course:
* IDS 198, Supervised Tutoring to receive tutoring in general computer applications in the
Tech Mall;
* English 198W, Supervised Tutoring for assistance in the English Writing Center (Room 70-
119);
and/or
e IDS 198T, Supervised Tutoring to receive one-on-one tutoring in academic subjects in the
Tutoring Center (Room 70-229, phone 644-7387).
To add any of these courses, students may obtain Add Codes at the Information/Registration
Desk in the Tech Mall.
All Supervised Tutoring courses are non-credit/non-fee. However, when a student registers for a
supervised tutoring course, and has no other classes, the student will be charged the usual health
fee.

Grading standards.
A+=100% to B+ =89.9% to C+=79.9% to _ o o F = less than
97.5%. 87.5%. 77.5%. D=69.9% to 60%. | gpos.

A=97.5% t0 92.5% | B=287.5% to 82.5%. | C=77.5% to 70

Grade of C- will Grades of D+/D-
A-=92.5% t090% | B+=282.5% to 80%. | not be issued as a | will not be issued
final grade as a final grade

Grades of
F+/F- will not
be issued as a
final grade

Assignment values.

60 % of final grade is based on the Essays:

. Progymnasmata Exercise #1

. Progymnasmata Exercise #2

. Progymnasmata Ex #3 Comparison Exercise



. Progymnasmata Ex #4 Thesis Exercise
. Progymnasmata Ex #5 Impersonation Exercise
. Progymnasmata Optional Extra Credit Exercis€)wn traditionaDextra credit argument
(details given separately)
. Final exam
10% of final grade is based on the Research paper:
The research paper should be @i#®12 pages (about 2,000 to 3,000 words). It must be pertinent to
the time periods and material covered in the class.. It must be written in MLA format. Since a
research paper is a prescribed assignment for this class, failure to submit one Wit geailing
grade for the entire class.
10% of final grade is based on Study Skills and homework assignments:
A combination of assignments including but not limited to the following:
* All steps for the Research Paper (preliminary thesis, working bibliography, preliminary outline,
organized research notes.
e Summaries, Outlines, Annotations, etc., of assigned readings.
* Any other quizzes or exercises.
10% of final grade is based on the Notebook:
In your notebook you must keep the following:
e This syllabus.
* All your reading notes. (Yes, | expect you to take notes on everything you are assigned to read,
even if it is not discussed in class.).
» All lecture and discussion notes (dated dabeled by subject/content).
* All handouts.
e All graded and returned essays.
10% of final grade is based on the Instructor's Evaluation:
The instructorOs evaluation of your overall effort, progress, and participation.
Note: A Missing assignment will be graded as a ZERO, not as an F (an F indicates a failed attempt,
whereas a ZERO indicates no attempt at all). Please consider the effects of averaging a ZERO into
your grade.

Academic Assistance:

English Reading Center http://www.grossmont.edu/readingcenter/.
Location: Room 545.

Phone: 619644-7464.

Faculty Supervisor: Cathy Harvey 61%44-7494.
Hours:

Monday 8:00 am11:00..

Tuesday 8:00 an2:00.

Wednesday 8:00 anil1:00.

Thursday 8:00 am12:00.

Friday Closed.

English Writing Center: http://www.grossmont.edu/ewc/ .

Location: New Learning & Technology Resme Center, Room 7019 & 70-122.

Room 70-119 is the new the English Writing Center, where students have access to both reading and
writing tutors and to the English 51 and English 52 courses.

Room 70-122 is the new English/ESL Independent Studies, wh&ie &udents can accomplish their

lab assignments associated with ESL 95, 96, 100, 103, and 106. Also, the English 090 classes and/or




lab time will be taught in the English/ESL Independent Studies roet2Z0 Additionally, students

who want to use the Etigh grammar software on an independent basis will use this roomOs computer
software programs.

* No food or drinks are allowed in the Learning and Technology Resource Center.

* Please turn off all pagers and cell phones while in the Learning and TechRasgyrce Center.

Lab Phone: (619) 6447516.

Learning Assistance Center Specialist: David Motlagh, (619) 6447516.

Faculty Coordinator: Cathy Harvey, (619) 644494.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
ENGLISH 120, COLLEGE COMPOSITION AND READING

Reading Outcomes

Students will:
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Writing Outcomes

Students will:
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